
NEAR DROWNING





Protect Cervical Spine as Appropriate


Assess ABC’s





Cardiac Arrest?





NO





YES





1. ABC’s


2. CPR


3. Oxygen


4. Request Paramedic Backup


5. Begin Rapid Transport to 


    Hospital





Patient Responsive?





Refer to appropriate Algorithm





NO





1. Ventilate with BVM & Oxygen


2. Request Paramedic Backup





YES





1. Monitor ABC’s


2. Oxygen





Continue to 


Monitor & Transport





1. Intubate


2. IV, LR/NS, TKO





IV, LR/NS, TKO

















Monitor EKG

















Wheezing Noted?





Hypothermia Likely?





Refer to Respiratory Distress Algorithm





Refer to appropriate Algorithm





Consider spinal cord trauma, air embolism, hypothermia, alcohol or drug ingestion, hypoglycemia, seizures and myocardial infarction as accompanying problems or underlying causes.





All near drowning patients, no matter how mild the episode appears to be, should be transported for observation & evaluation.





EMT-I





EMT-P





EMT








